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[57] ABSTRACT 

A multi-channel display apparatus includes a com¬ 
puter having a random access memory means for stor¬ 
ing of the continuous monitored data and for driving 
of a multiple-channel television unit, with each chan¬ 
nel identified by a preselected unique color. Vertical 


scan lines generate line display segments in each chan¬ 
nel. The computer stores line segment definition infor¬ 
mation which is compared with a beam driver control 
to activate one color driver which is preset to produce 
a predetermined color presentation for the channel. 
Alphanumeric data may be displayed in selected chan¬ 
nels through a separate character channel having a 
character generator with an internal sequence system 
to read-out the selected character and channel loca¬ 
tion, with an auxiliary decoder selecting the color 
driver. A computer processor and a display controller 
are operated through an interlocking control, with the 
controller monitoring the computer and allowing 
computer-memory coupling. During a character dis¬ 
play, the computer kills the processing cycle, while 
during a graphical display, the line segment generation 
is interrupted at an appropriate time and held in 
standby. The processing system for line segment dis¬ 
play includes buffer and latch registers for each line in 
each channel. A digital logic comparator driven from 
a single coordinate count unit, reset at the beginning 
of each scan line, sequentially reads the register and 
activates channel related color drivers. A synchroniz¬ 
ing signal unit provides horizontal and vertical sync 
signals for driving of the television unit and processor 
and the sync clock is coupled to drive the comparator. 
Each driver includes continuously variable primary 
color signals which are connected to the television set 
by suitable mixer to permit preset of each channel to 
any desired color. The channels can be located on the 
display screen in separate or superimposed locations 
and related graphical and character channels can be 
displayed in corresponding color by suitable logic 
circuitry. 

28 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures 
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MULTI-CHANNEL DATA COLOR DISPLAY 
APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 5 

The present invention relates to a multi-channel 
color display apparatus and particularly to such an 
apparatus for displaying of different monitored data in 
channels with individual unique color per channel. 

In the monitoring of various functions and processes, 10 
it is often desirable to produce a continuous, visual 
presentation related thereto. For example, in the moni¬ 
toring of human body functions and the like, such as 
cardiac conditions, it may be desired to produce an 
automatic display of various interrelated medical data. 15 
A continuous display of the patient’s ECG trace, blood 
pressure, temperature and the like, must be, under 
conditions, monitored on a continuous basis. In manu¬ 
facturing systems, environmental controls and the like, 
visual display is often desired. Various systems have 20 
been suggested for providing visual display of such 
monitored information at a remote location. Generally, 
the various prior art systems have suggested the con¬ 
cept of transmitting of the information to a storage 
oscilloscope device or the like with scanning means to 25 
scan and transmit the signals to various viewing sta¬ 
tions, or to one or more viewing stations, through a 
selective scanning concept. Generally such devices 
have employed black and white video presentations 
although color presentations have been suggested, for 30 
example, as shown in U.S. Pat. No. 3,642,634. Gener¬ 
ally, where the color concept is employed, each point 
or individual scan line has been individually color 
coded to control the related trace. Although such de¬ 
vices provide a means of very satisfactory display con- 35 
cepts, they are generally relatively complicated, expen¬ 
sive and, therefore, of somewhat limited application. 
More recently, data has been transmitted and stored in 
shift registers with the information sequentially trans¬ 
ferred to a display unit, for example, as shown in U.S. 40 
Pat. No. 3,745,407. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

The present invention is particularly directed to a 
multi-channel data display color display apparatus in- 45 
eluding a computer having a random access memory 
means for storing of the continuous monitored data and 
for driving of a multiple channel display means, with 
each channel identified by a selected unique color. The 
present invention particularly in one unique aspect uses 50 
a conventional commercial television receiver reori¬ 
ented to present vertical scan lines and appropriate 
beam controls to generate line display segments in each 
channel and thereby generate a total display of the 
monitored data. The output of the random access 55 
memory means is cyclically and repetitively transmit¬ 
ted in time-spaced relation through a color display 
control for separating of the signals for display in re¬ 
lated display channels and coupling them to a common 
color driver means. In accordance with the present 60 
invention, the computer stores the defintion of line 
segment for each scan line in a storage means and the 
information is compared with a beam driver control to 
activate the color driver means accordingly. The color 
driver means is preset to produce a predetermined 65 
color presentation in each channel and thereby provide 
a color-coded presentation. The position of each chan¬ 
nel can be controlled to produce separate or superim- 


2 

posed graphical displays with the color distinction be¬ 
tween the channels. The display apparatus may, in 
accordance with another aspect of this invention, also 
include means to display alphanumeric data in selected 
channels. In this aspect of the invention, a character 
memory bank is provided having means to output to a 
character generator having an internal sequence sys¬ 
tem to readout the selected character and channel 
location with an auxiliary decoder to select the color 
and channel identification. The present invention pro¬ 
vides a system which can employ the various standard 
presentation techniques associated with commercial 
television such as split screen presentation with alpha¬ 
numeric information. The combined computer-display 
system with a time shared memory provides for pro¬ 
grammed version and storage of the monitored infor¬ 
mation with the necessary versatility in use and pro¬ 
cessing of the information. Thus, the sampling of infor¬ 
mation is essentially independent of the output process¬ 
ing and display. The medical or any other monitored 
data is sampled at any desired reasonable rate and 
stored in computer memory which establishes a record 
of the channel and the display line. The computer pro¬ 
cessing means and the display means are operated 
through an interlocking control, with the computer 
establishing the overriding control of the transfer of 
information to and from memory. A horizontal and 
vertical sync signal generator drives the television dis¬ 
play means to cyclically transfer the data from memory 
into an auxiliary processing system for display. The 
computer, however, may terminate the operation of the 
processing system at any time and establish access to 
the memory bank for processing. During a character 
display, the computer kills the processing cycle, while 
during a graphical display, the computer request is 
anticipated and the line segment generated interrupted 
at an appropriate time. 

The processing system for graphical display includes 
data information buffer and latch registers for each line 
in each channel to be displayed. At the end of the scan 
of the previous line, the latch registers are outputed or 
transferred to a corresponding pair of control or latch 
registers. The output of the control or latch registers 
are coupled as the inputs to a pair of digital logic com¬ 
paring units driven from a single coordinate count unit, 
which is reset at the beginning of each scan line. 

The present invention employs the conventional tele¬ 
vision receiver and interlaced scanning is employed for 
the graphical display. The sequential entry of informa¬ 
tion into the several pairs of buffer registers and trans¬ 
fer to the control registers is controlled by the output 
signals of the television receiver synchronizing signal 
unit and particularly the horizontal and vertical sync 
signals and the odd and even frame signals. The coordi¬ 
nate count unit is driven from the sync clock and is 
reset at the beginning of each scan line. 

The digital stored memory signals in the registers are 
compared with a counter and when a selected compari¬ 
son with the first register exists the color gun units are 
driven to illuminate a correspondingly positioned dis¬ 
play coordinate of the conventional television set and 
illumination is maintained until a selected comparison 
with the second register exists. In this manner, the unit 
continuously controls the individual coordinates of the 
respective traces illuminating or presenting a coordi¬ 
nate when in a proper time position in accordance with 
the data. 
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The character display processing system includes a such as industrial processes or controls, operating ap- 
suitable readout with its own internal sequence to pro- paratus data, physiological data of a patient or the like, 
duce predetermined characters in response to a coded The present invention involves the simultaneous pre¬ 

binary input, with the output coupled through a chan- sentation of a plurality of different types of information 


nel decoder. 

The color interfacing includes individual preset chan¬ 
nels for properly shaping and transmitting of the chan¬ 
nel control signals, with the output being interrelated to 
a suitable position and condition control interlock. The 
channel output may generate three-gun control signals 
of a predetermined relationship and thereby establish a 
predetermined color signal uniquely related to that 
particular channel. The television sync signals are de¬ 
rived from the same sync signal generator or source as 
the timing signals for the transfer or interface with the 
memory unit such that the coordinate signal is prede¬ 
termined and merely the assignment of its position for 
the related channel is controlled by the signal process¬ 
ing. Thus the processing of the information for each 
coordinate is minimized while maintaining the highly 
desirable color separation control. 

The channels can be located on the display screen in 
separate or superimposed locations and related graphi¬ 
cal and character channels can be displayed in corre¬ 
sponding colors by suitable logic circuitry. 

Further, to ensure a continuous appearing color 
graph, the initial coordinate is emphasized by generat¬ 
ing of a pulse signal in response to each channel signal. 
The pulse signal is applied to the color driver circuits in 
synchronism with the initial turn-on of the channel. 

An alarm control can be incorporated into the system 
to change from one color to a different color under 
certain alarm or preset conditions. 

Thus, the present invention provides a highly simpli¬ 
fied basic concept in producing of a preset color chan¬ 
nel with means for sequentially coupling of the data to 
the color drivers of an associated channel at an appro¬ 
priate time to produce the multi-channel display on a 
conventional television unit or the like. The present 
invention provides a relatively simple reliable means of 
collecting and visually displaying various interrelated 
or separate data on a single drive or display unit in a 
relatively simple and inexpensive construction. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING 

The drawing furnished herewith illustrates the best 


5 in graphical form on display portions or channels, 
shown diagrammatically by four channel lines 3 on the 
display means 2. The tube 2 is driven from a beam-on 
control 4 which is wired to establish individual colors 
for each of the several channels 3. Although shown as- 
10 individual vertically spaced channels 3, color is em¬ 
ployed as the basically distinguishing feature and the 
channels may be superimposed or displaced in any 
desired manner within the present invention. 

Further, in accordance with the teaching of the pre- 
15 sent invention, the television beam is interlaced with 
the conventional odd and even scan lines 5 and 6 
driven through the conventional suitable synchronizing 
control. A small expanded portion of line 5 is shown 
and only the starting portion of line 6 for simplicity of 
20 illustration. The display means 2 is reoriented by 90° 
from the conventional position such that the horizontal 
scan lines 5 and 6, in fact, are vertically oriented, as 
shown in FIG. I. The plurality of distinct graphical 
display channels 3 are generated by forming of line 
25 segments 7 shown as heavy portions on scan lines 5 and 
6 with only the starting coordinate 8 and the final point 
or coordinate 9 determined, with the beam being held 
on therebetween. For example, the invention may be 
applied to the monitoring of a plurality of body func- 
30 tions of a patient, such as those related to the cardiac 
condition of a patient. Suitable pick-up means shown as 
sensing electrodes 10 may be attached to a patient for 
detecting various body functions such as the conven¬ 
tional ECG trace, temperature, pressures and other 
35 related functions or characteristics which are prefer¬ 
ably monitored on a continuous basis. The output sig¬ 
nal leads 11 are operably connected to suitable trans¬ 
ducer means 12 which will convert the sensed signals 
into predetermined analog voltage signals or the like. 
40 The several analog signals are coupled through a spe¬ 
cial computer means 13 which is coupled to the televi¬ 
sion set 1 through an interlocking and interfacing 
means 14 to drive and produce a visual presentation of 
the information on a particular interrelated channel 4. 
45 Generally, in accordance with the present invention, 
the data from the several electrodes 10 or other suit¬ 


mode presently contemplated by the inventors for car¬ 
rying out the subject invention in which the above 
advantages and features are clearly disclosed as well as 
others which will be readily understood from the fol- 50 
lowing description of the embodiments shown. 

In the drawing: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a display system con¬ 
structed in accordance with the teaching of the present 
invention for graphical and alphanumeric information; 55 
and 

FIG. 2 is a detailed block diagram of the system of 
FIG. 1 and illustrating the separate processing systems 
for the graphical display and the alphanumeric infor¬ 
mation. 60 

DESCRIPTION OF THE ILLUSTRATED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to the drawing and in particular to FIG. 1, 
the present invention is especially constructed to em- 65 
ploy a conventional color television set 1 as a display 
means and the set 1 is diagrammatically illustrated for 
display of monitored information on a tube or screen 2 


able pick-ups, are sequentially sampled and stored in a 
shared random access memory 15 via a multiplexer 16 
under the control of a computer processing unit 17 and 
computer program unit 18 of the computer means 13. 
The stored data is sequentially updated and fed to con¬ 
trol the television beam-on control 4 by suitable opera¬ 
tion of a processing unit 19 coupled by multiplexer 16 
to the memory 15 for time spaced and computer con¬ 
trolled operation. 

The computer means 13 may be a small digital mini¬ 
computer for sampling, storing and processing of the 
sampled data. A multiple channel analog-to-digital 
converter 20 is connected to the respective input trans¬ 
ducers 12 and produces corresponding digital data 
outputs to the computer processing unit 17 under con¬ 
trol of the program unit 18. 

Although shown with only four channels, a greater 
number will normally be used. In a practical construc¬ 
tion an eight channel unit has been made and it may be 
readily expanded to 32 channels by provision of an 
appropriate sized memory. The digital computer is 
automatically programmed by the program unit 18 to 
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continuously and sequentially sample the data and to 
store such data in its shared memory 15, automatically 
keeping track of the particular channel 3 and the hori¬ 
zontal line interlacing. The multiplexer 16 is coupled to 
the interfacing processing unit 19 which includes a 5 
sequence controller operated in synchronism with the 
scan lines 5 and 6 to sequentially load the graphical 
data for each line segment 7 and having an output 
which sequentially activates the beam-on control 4 to 
generate the line segments 7 with a predetermined 10 
color for each channel. 

A second similar processing channel or system 22 is 
provided for producing selected alphanumerica display 
on preselected channels 3. The system 22 generally 
includes a separate character shared memory bank 23 15 
coupled to the computer processing unit 17 via a multi¬ 
plexer 24. A character generator 25 is also coupled by 
the multiplexer to the shared memory banks 23. The 
output of the generator 25 is coupled to drive the 
beam-on control 4 to develop the particular pro- 20 
grammed characters with predetermined color for each 
channel. 

Further, as shown in FIG. 1, the outputs of the graph¬ 
ical display channels 14 and the alphanumeric channels 
22 may be ANDED by a logic unit 26 to provide an 25 
output to the beam-on control 4 with the selected chan¬ 
nels of the same color. 

In operation, the computer processor unit 17 contin¬ 
uously updates and processes the data with controlled 
entry thereof into the memory banks 15 and 23. As 30 
more fully developed hereinafter, the processing chan¬ 
nels or systems 19 and 25 are normally coupled to the 
memory banks 15 and 23 to continuously and in proper 
sequence through internal sequence control means 
activate control 4 during each scan line 5 and each scan 35 
line 6 to generate related graphical information and 
alphanumeric information in visual display. Each chan¬ 
nel 3 is color coded to permit distinguishing between 
the several channels. 

In FIG. 2, a detailed block diagram illustrates a pre- 40 
ferred apparatus for implementing the color coded 
multiple-channel display in accordance with the teach¬ 
ing of this invention, with a detailed illustration and 
description given for the graphical display channel 14. 
The character generator channel 22 is briefly discussed 45 
and references to channel 14 for a complete under¬ 
standing of the system. 

Referring particularly to FIG. 2, the computer pro¬ 
cessing unit 17 is connected via a data input bus 27 to 
sample the data from the A/D converter 20 on a time 50 
basis and to transmit the converted information via a 
data output buss 22 to memory 15 for storage. The 
usual computer interrupt unit 28 is provided to provide 
the control logic and to signal the processing unit 17 for 
coupling of the A/D converter 20 and detecting termi- 55 
nation of the cycle. A teletypewriter 29 may also be 
coupled to the computer unit 17 for communication 
under the control of the interrupt unit 28. Bus 22 is also 
connected to the program unit 17 to provide the neces¬ 
sary information interchange, as well as to a peripheral 60 
data processor 23, such, for example, as a video char¬ 
acter generator which is, of course, controlled from the 
processing unit 17 in accordance with a conventional 
control, as shown by signal lines 31 and 32. 

The information relative to the position of the lines 65 
and channels of display means 2 is coupled between the 
processor 19 and the program unit 17 via a memory 
data input bus 33 and a memory address bus 34. The 
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several memory buses 33 and 34 are also coupled by 
the multiplexer 16 to corresponding shared memory 
address buses 35 and shared memory information data 
bus 36 of the memory unit 15 and to the graphic ad¬ 
dress bus 37 and graphic data bus 34 of the interfacing 
processing unit 19. 

The computer processing unit 17 is adapted to pro¬ 
vide an overriding control to obtain communication 
with the shared memory at will. An interlocking status 
monitor control unit 39 is interconnected to signal the 
unit 17 and anticipates the demand of the computer 13 
to produce a signal to multiplexer 16 of that demand. 
The multiplexer 16 then signals the graphical display 
interface 19 to hold momentarily until the computer 
has completed the communication or fetch cycle. 

The interface unit 19 is normally activated and is 
controlled by the output of a television sync signal 
driver or generating unit 40, as hereinafter described, 
to transmit the shared memory data to the display pro¬ 
cessing system via bus 36 and 38 in response to input 
address information via buses 37 and 35. 

The memory storage unit 15 provides the data for 
each channel 3 and the processing unit 19 includes 
separate signal processing channels with selected com¬ 
mon sequencing elements. Each of the channels is simi¬ 
larly constructed to drive the beam-on control to prop¬ 
erly illuminate the line segment 7 on the screen and 
correspondingly generate a preselected color trace in 
accordance with the sampled data. Because each of the 
signal channels is similarly constructed, a single one of 
the channels is shown and described in detail. 

The interfacing system 19 of the shared memory 15 
to the display means 1 is controlled by a sequence 
controller means 41 which selectively and sequentially 
etablishes the transfer of the information on a line by 
line basis. 

Generally, the sequence controller includes a chan¬ 
nel selector 42 and addressing memory 43 to select the 
channels in a repetitive manner, and to effect transfer 
of the data from memory 15 to an appropriate storage 
stage 44, which includes a pair of storage registers 45 
and 46 for each channel and which receives and stores 
the starting and stopping coordinates for each line 
segment 7. A comparing or reading stage 7 sequentially 
reads the stored information and activates a three gun 
color driver stage 48 to produce the preselected color 
display for the channel read. The television sync signal 
driver or generator 40 is included to generate the nec¬ 
essary synchronizing signals for the several stages 42, 
43, 47 and 48 and establish the proper timing of the 
data transfer and the processing with the generation of 
scan lines 5 and 6. 

The character display system 24 is not a single func¬ 
tion system and does not employ the line segment 7 
type of display. The character system 24 employs a 
separate character generator 25 which receives the 
character information and through a separate internal 
sequence generates the driving signals for turn-on and 
turn-off of the beam. The system may employ a se¬ 
quence control similar to that of the graphical display, 
as hereinafter described. 

More particularly, the address memory bank 43 is 
diagrammatically illustrated including a first address 
selector 49 and an address increment or stepping unit 
50. The first address selector 49 is illustrated as a pre¬ 
set, hardwired input to the address memory bank 43 
and is coupled to the television sync driver 40 by an 
odd-line sync signal line 51 and an even-line sync signal 
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line 52 to initiate each display scan of the screen from 
a preselected starting address. The first address unit 49 
may, of course, be a presettable, latch unit driven from 
the computer for further automatic movement of the 
display across the screen, positioning on the screen and 5 
the like. 

More particularly, in the illustrated embodiment of 
the invention, the pair of control registers 45 and 46 for 
storing of the data identifying the beginning point 8 and 
the terminal point 9, respectively, for a line segment 7 10 
is withdrawn from the shared memory 15 via bus 38 
and placed in a pair of related buffer registers 53 and 
54, shown and identified as “F” and “N” registers for 
the purpose of clearly relating to the subsequent de¬ 
scription. The buffer registers 53 and 54 are loaded 15 
during a scan line drive under the control of the se¬ 
quence controller 41. The coordination and synchro¬ 
nism between the display and the memory is controlled 
by providing channel and register selection output syn¬ 
chronism in response to signals from the television 20 
synchronizing signal generator 33. Thus, the sequence 
controller 41 includes the channel load counter 42 
connected to a register select unit 55, the output of 
which is coupled by a bus 56 to sequentially activate 
the buffer registers 53 and 54 during the loading cycle 25 
to temporarily store the data for subsequent transfer to 
the processing registers 45 and 46. The channel selec¬ 
tor 42 sequentially activates the F registers 53 to insert 
each “0” address. The F/N register select unit 55 is 
then toggled with the output connected by line 57 to 30 
activate the address increment driver to the next or “ 1 ” 
address in memory 43. The channel selector recycles 
and loads all the N registers 54. 

The address increment unit 50 is thus driven to se¬ 
quence the address memory for each scan line 5 and 6 35 
for transfer of data in proper sequence to the registers 
45 and 46, from the even frame output of the register 
selector 53 via line 54 to properly switch from the one 
set of buffer registers 45 to the second set of N buffer 
registers during the loading thereof from the shared 40 
memory. The increment unit 50 is enabled from chan¬ 
nel select sync signal line 58 which also is connected by 
line 58a to activate or cycle the channel selector 42. 

The increment address unit 50 is further driven from an 
odd frame sync signal line 58 b tapped to line 52 to 45 
properly step the address at the beginning of each odd 
line scan. 

The channel load counter 42 provides sequential 
channel selections with the memory address 43 trans¬ 
mitted via a cable 37 to the multiplexer 16. The mem- 50 
ory is thus addressed via bus 35 and the related data is 
transferred from memory via the graphical data output 
bus 36 to a tri-state buffer 59 of the multiplexer 16. The 
tri-state buffer 59 is a well-known device and is con¬ 
nected to directly transmit the data to the F and N 55 
buffer registers 53 and 54 through an 8 or 9 bit adder 
60 which is selectively set by a latch unit 61 coupled to 
the computer processing bus data bus line 22 and con¬ 
trolled by a control line 62 from the computer process¬ 
ing unit. 60 

The adder 60 is employed to provide a split screen 
presentation on the screen. Thus, the adder is a con¬ 
ventional logic element which, when activated, propor¬ 
tionately converts all the data information by a given 
percentage and shifts the presentation to the upper or 65 
lower half of the screen. 

The channel selection counter 42 thus sequentially 
:ounts or steps from channel 0 through channel 3 with 
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the initial address for each channel. The selection tog¬ 
gle unit 55 is activated by the termination of the first 
channel selection sequence to select the alternate or N 
register buffers 54, and simultaneously to toggle the 
address bank 50 to read the next address. 

The channel selector 42 is driven from a clock 63 
which is coupled thereto through a suitable on-off con¬ 
trol gate 64. The normal state of the gate 64 is to trans¬ 
mit the clock pulse and thereby sequence the channel 
selector 42 whenever the latter has been enabled. The 
gate 64 has a stop-input connected by a defeat line 64a 
to an output of the multiplexer 16 which activates the 
shared memory for communication with the computer 
processing unit 17. 

As previously discussed, the computer means 13 has 
priority and can couple the memory banks 15 and 23 at 
any time. The character generator unit 25 is directly 
disabled or defeated any time with the particular dis¬ 
play points blanked. This is acceptable as the character 
information is only presented every second or so and 
will not create any adverse flickering. 

The graphical display is synchronized and the ad¬ 
dressing and channels are held in step with the display 
means, and the processing is desirably interrupted at 
the end of a line readout. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the monitor 39 antici¬ 
pates the computer demand for memory and holds the 
processing system 41 inactivated at the end of a line 
readout cycle for a selected period which is sufficiently 
great to permit the computer fetch cycle, after which 
the processing system is again released and will pro¬ 
ceed with the next line. Thus the computer time re¬ 
quirement is always sufficiently short, and the anticipa¬ 
tory time is sufficiently great to permit the desired 
sequencing with the display means momentarily held in 
an interrupted state. The computer will complete a 
“fetch” or communication readily within the line re¬ 
trace time of the beam. Registers 45 and 46 are cou¬ 
pled to registers 53 and 54 via buses 65 and 65a and the 
data or information is simultaneously transferred for all 
graphical display channels 3 at the end of each scan 
line 5 or 6. 

In the illustrated embodiment a “one-shot” circuit 
unit 66 of any suitable construction is connected to the 
blanking signal output line 66a of the television sync 
generator unit 40 and activates the registers 45 and 46 
to setting of registers 53 and 54. 

The actual information transfer to the beam-on con¬ 
trol 4 is controlled by detecting the digital output of 
register 45 to turn-on the scanning beam and detecting 
the output of register 46 to turn-off the beam and 
thereby generate one line segment 7. After the outputs 
of the several registers 45 and 46 for each channel have 
been sequentially detected and have activated the 
beam, all the line segments 7 of one scan line 5 are 
completed. The registers 45 and 46 are then updated 
for the next scan line 5 during the blanks and retrace 
time and the cycle is repeated. During each line gener¬ 
ating cycle, the buffer registers 53 and 54 are updated. 

More particularly, the setting of the registers 45 and 
46, and therefore the point to turn-on and turn-off of 
the display beam, is determined by driving of a counter 
67 to the setting of the registers 45 and 46. Thus the 
counter 67 is any suitable digital output counter and in 
the illustrated embodiment of the invention is shown 
driven from the television synchronizing circuit clock 
68 . 
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The signal generator 40 is driven from a suitable 
clock 68 with a vertical sync and blank signal lines 66a 
and 66 b connected to the television sync circuit 68a. 
The generator 40 further develops the various keying 
signals at the lines 51, 52 and 58 for operating of the 
interfacing means to load the registers 53 and 54 in 
proper sequence. 

The counter 67 is reset at the beginning of each scan¬ 
ning line, for example, as a result of the horizontal 
blanking signal appearing at line 66a and shown by the 
connecting input reset line. The output of the counter 
67 and the outputs of registers 45 and 46 are compared 
in a continuous manner through related digital signal 
comparators 69 and 70. Thus the comparator 69 in¬ 
cludes a first input connected via a bus 71 to the output 
of the registers 45. A second input is connected via a 
bus 72 to the output of the counter 67. The output of 
the comparators 69 and 70 are combined in a separate 
logic unit 73 for each pair of registers and thus for each 
individual channel 3 and forms a control signal line 74 
to one of a plurality of color level control units 48 to 
activate three color gun drivers 75 for producing the 
selected color for that channel. Thus, at the very initial 
start of a scan line 5, the counter 67 is reset. Conse¬ 
quently, its input is at reference or zero level. The 
related output of register 45 creates a beam-off signal 
from comparator 69 to logic unit 73 via a channel bus 
76 and the beam is held off or deenergized. The 
counter 67 begins to count in synchronism with the 
movement of the scan line 5. When the count of the 
counter 67 equals the setting of the register 45 the 
comparator 69 will detect the coincidence and provide 
a beam-on signal via line 74. Further, for each particu¬ 
lar channel the level controls are uniquely related to 
produce a predetermined color for the line segment 7. 
Thus the corresponding line segment 7 is generated and 
continues until the comparator 70 produces a turn-off 
of the beam. The turn-off point 9 is set by the output of 
the comparator 70 which has one input connected to 
the output of counter 67 by a bus 77 and the second 
input connected via a bus 78 to the registers 46. An 
output bus 79 is connected to the logic unit 73 and 
when the comparator 70 registers coincidence, the 
beam unit 48 turns off or deenergizes the beam. 

More particularly, the logic unit 73 is shown for one 
channel and includes a pair of two input NOR gates 80 
each having a pair of inputs connected one each to 
each of the comparators 69 and 70. The outputs of the 
NOR gates 80 are connected to a third NOR gate 81, 
the output of which is connected to the channel driver 
line 74. The first comparison creates an enable signal 
on channel driver line 74 which is coupled through a 
suitable buffer inverter unit 82 for that channel. The 
other channels are driven from separate comparator 
outputs which are combined by similar logic units to 
develop control signals on related channel driver lines 
74, not shown. 

Thus, illustrated line 74 may be coupled through the 
buffer 82 to a selected color control input line 83 or 
through the NAND gate 26 to a different color control 
input line 84. 

Thus, the color control unit 48 includes a plurality of 
individual stages, each of which is similarly constructed 
to produce three output signals coupled one to each of 
three input lines 85 to the color gun driver 75. Each 
stage is similarly constructed and one is described. The 
stage includes three individual potentiometers 86 hav¬ 
ing individually adjustable output taps 87. The setting 
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of the taps 87 determines the output voltage and, there¬ 
fore, the percentage of the color combined with the 
other two similarly set colors. The taps 87 are con¬ 
nected to the drivers by suitable diode means 88 or 
5 other suitable means to isolate the several signals. By 
providing of a continuous or infinite type control such 
as produced by a potentiometer of the three primary 
colors, a corresponding continuous range of colors are 
obtained for each of the channels. 

10 Thus, the wiring of each channel driver line 74 to a 
particular color control input line 83 sets one stage of 
the unit 48 and presets the color for that channel. In 
FIG. 2, the cable input illustration to buffer 82 and 
NAND gate 26 indicates the multiple line connections 
15 with each channel driver line 74 connected to only one 
of the input lines. 

The apparatus is preferably constructed with the 
color control taps 87 coupled to exposed adjustment 
elements for adjustment of the channel colors as de- 
20 sired. 

Further, by employing suitable automatic color signal 
adjustment means, the channel color may be pro¬ 
grammed, remotely controlled or the like. 

In development of the line segments 7, the initial 
25 turn-on will not with the conventional colored televi¬ 
sion normally be with full intensity. Thus, a slight delay 
is generally encountered while the intensity of the 
beam builds to the level set by the color driver stages 
48. In the illustrated embodiment, an auxiliary momen- 
30 tary drive-on signal is applied to the intensity control of 
the television set to emphasize the starting point and 
thereby develop a continuous, even line intensity. 

Thus, in the illustrated embodiment, a NAND-NOR 
logic unit 89 is connected to all of the color stage input 
35 lines 83. The output of unit 89 is connected through a 
pull-up variable resistor 90 to a positive voltage supply. 
The tap 91 of the resistor 90 is connected directly to a 
base line unit 92 of the television set 1 via a wave shap¬ 
ing capacitor-resistor circuit 93. The output of the 
40 circuit 93 is connected via the lead 94 to the unit of the 
television set 1 to increase the intensity during the 
initial turn-on. 

The wave shaping circuit may, of course, be em¬ 
ployed to also control the terminal point of the line 
45 segment for optimum visual graphical illustration. For 
example, the wave shaping may thus be selected to 
produce a slow start and gradual termination to de¬ 
velop a smooth, visual pleasing line graph in each of the 
graphical display channels. Further, a suitable circuit 
50 means may be introduced in any part of the output 
circuit, for example, in the individual color driver cir¬ 
cuits. 

The character generating channel, as previously 
noted, is constructed with the character generator 25 
55 which includes the necessary sequencing to generate 
selected alphanumeric characters. The generator 25 
includes an addressing bus 95 coupled to the shared 
memory 23 by multiplexer 24 and includes a character 
select input bus 96 forming a part of the data input 
60 from memory. A decoder 97 couples the output of the 
character generator 25 to the several drivers through 
an output channel bus 98. The decoder 97 is coupled to 
bus 96 and receives simultaneous color channel en¬ 
coded data which selects the channel driver line of bus 
65 98 in accordance with the memory data to receive the 
character. Thus, the memory unit 23 includes the nec¬ 
essary encoded information as to the particular charac¬ 
ter to be displayed, the channel and channel location. 
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with the decoder function to apply the character to the 
appropriate channel color wire or line of bus 96. This is 
in contrast to the graphical display where the controller 
provides sequencing of the several channel outputs. 

As previously noted, the character channel is other- 5 
wise similarly interfaced with the computer means. As 
the character generator is operating at a very rapid 
cycle, the generator 25 is defeated or blanked upon 
receipt of a signal that the computer is about to estab¬ 
lish correspondence with the memory unit. Thus, the 10 
high speed of the character generator makes a system 
to hold the unit in a standby mode while the computer 
is coupled to the memory impractical. 

Further, the present invention may, of course, be 
expanded to provide any number of channels with the 15 
time capability of the system, and may be further ex¬ 
panded by employing duplicate display and sequence 
controller means coupled to the one memory. 

Various modes of carrying out the invention are con¬ 
templated as being within the scope of the following 20 
claims, particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming 
the subject matter which is regarded as the invention. 

I claim: 

1. A multiple channel data display apparatus for 
individual display of a plurality of monitored data as 25 
separate single line function graphs on a separate data 
channel, comprising a computer means having input 
means to receive the data and processing means for 
analyzing the monitored data and storing such data in a 
graphical memory means in accordance with a segment 30 
of the related single, line function, a color display 
means having a variable driver means, one driver 
means for each of said channels, said display means 
being connected to said memory means and including a 
controller means for sequentially withdrawing of said 35 
information and applying said information to said indi¬ 
vidual color driver means to actuate the color drivers in 
accordance with the line segment data of the related 
channel, whereby said multiple channels are displayed 
with preset identifying color for each of said channels. 40 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein each of said 
plurality of color driver means includes adjustment 
means for adjusting the color related presentation es¬ 
tablished for said channel. 

3. In the data display apparatus of claim I, said com- 45 
puter processing means selectively monitors the data 
and transmits the data to the memory means, said dis¬ 
play means having means responsive to said processing 
means to hold the display means in standby with the 
computer means communicating with the memory 50 
means and thereafter releasing the display means. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1 including a multiplexer 
means coupled between the computer processing 
means and the graphical memory means, said multi¬ 
plexer means having an output coupled to the display 55 
means and said controller means including inhibit 
means responsive to a computer demand signal decou¬ 
pling the shared memory means from the display means 
and coupling the shared memory means to the com¬ 
puter processing means, said computer means generat- 60 
ing an anticipatory signal prior to the actual demand 
time whereby said controller means completes a line 
segment and then holds till the terminal end of the 
computer-memory cycle. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said graphical 65 
shared memory includes data identifying the initiating 
and terminal points in each line segment for each chan¬ 
nel, register means for storing of such point data, said 
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controller means including a sequence means including 
a channel select means and a memory address means 
coupled to the memory means to activate transfer of 
data from the memory means, a clock means for driv¬ 
ing said channel select means, a display sync signal 
generator coupled to activate the channel select means 
and the memory address means in timed relation to 
activation of the display means, a register select means 
coupled to be driven from the channel select means 
and coupled to selectively activate said register means 
to sequence the output of the channels to said display 
means, 

a comparing means having a first input connected to 
said register means and a second input connected 
to a reference input source means to provide a 
selective comparison between the output of the 
register means and the reference means and 
thereby generate an output in accordance with the 
comparison therebetween, and logic means selec¬ 
tively connecting the comparing means to said 
channel color driver means to correspondingly 
activate one of the color driver means to thereby 
provide visual display of the related channel. 

6. The apparatus of claim 5 including an adder means 
connected between the memory means and the register 
means, said adder means including a control input 
connected to the computer processing means for selec¬ 
tive actuation of the adder means for shifting of se¬ 
lected channels. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1 including a character 
generator means, a separate character memory means, 
means coupling the character memory means and the 
character generator means to the computer processing 
means to selectively transmit a character to said chan¬ 
nels for character display. 

8. The display apparatus of claim 7 including output 
combining means connected to said character genera¬ 
tor means and to said controller means to receive data 
signals and connected to said color driver means 
whereby selected graphical display channels and char¬ 
acter channels are presented in corresponding identify¬ 
ing color. 

9. The apparatus of claim 1 including a character 
generator means having an internal sequencing means 
to produce an output related to a selected character for 
display in any one of said channels, said computing 
means including a shared character memory means, 
means connecting said character generator means to 
said shared character memory means for preselected 
presentation of characters in predetermined channels. 

10. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said computer 
processing means includes a memory demand means 
generating an anticipatory demand signal for selection 
of the graphical or character memory means, said con¬ 
troller having hold means operable to hold the graphi¬ 
cal display means in an intermediate hold position, said 
memory demand means being coupled to the controller 
means and to the character generator means to selec¬ 
tively effectively decouple the graphical memory 
means to the computer means and to simultaneously 
activate said hold means and being coupled to defeat 
the operation of the character generator for a given 
channel. 

11. The apparatus of claim 1 including shift means to 
shift the position of at least one of said channels. 

12. In a multiple channel data color display apparatus 
having a television display means including a vertically 
oriented scan line and interrelated beam control means 
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to generate vertically extended line segments for pre¬ 
sentation of a plurality of monitored data in graphical 
form in a related plurality of presentation channels, a 
computing apparatus including a processing means for 
manipulation of data and memory means including a 
graphical shared memory means for storing of said line 
segment data for each channel means to monitor the 
data, a multiplexing means connecting the processing 
means to said graphical shared memory means, a line 
generator comparing means connected to said multi¬ 
plexing means to receive the graphical shared memory 
means, a beam control means connected to the line 
generator comparing means including individual pre¬ 
settable color channel driver means for each channel, 
said line generator comparing means including a se¬ 
quence controller for actuating said color driver means 
to present each channel on the television display means 
in accordance with a preselected color and the stored 
memory under the control of the computer processing 
means. 

13. The apparatus of claim 12 wherein said line gen¬ 
erator comparing means includes a plurality of pairs of 
registers for storing the beginning and end information 
for each of the line segments of each channel for each 
scan line, means connecting said registers to the graphi¬ 
cal multiplexing means for sequential loading of the 
line segment information, a sequence controller includ¬ 
ing a channel selection means and a memory address 
means connected to the multiplexing means for se¬ 
quential loading of the data regarding the line segments 
into said register means, a register select means driven 
from said channel select means and connected to the 
register means to selectively activate the pairs of regis¬ 
ters, and a synchronizing signal generator connected to 
the channel select means and to the memory address 
means to sequentially and cyclically operate said se¬ 
quence controller and the display means in synchro¬ 
nism. 

14. The apparatus of claim 13 wherein said line gen¬ 
erator comparing means further includes a digital com¬ 
parator connected to the output of said register means 
and having a clock driven input means, and means 
connected to said synchronizing signal generator to 
activate, reset and drive said comparator to sequen¬ 
tially establish outputs related to the data information 
in said registers and thereby sequentially activate said 
channel driver means. 

15. The color display apparatus of claim 12 wherein 
said color driver means include a plurality of presetta¬ 
ble color driver circuits having dual adjustment means 
for individually and separately establishing preselected 
colors, logic means connected to said presettable color 
driver circuits and to the output of said comparator for 
energizing a corresponding color driver circuit for the 
preselected channel, said comparator establishing the 
position of the display of the color segment on the 
display means with said presettable color providing 
distinguishing characteristics between channels. 

16. The color display apparatus of claim 12 wherein 
said display means includes means connected to the 
output of said comparator to shape the signal generat¬ 
ing a line segment to thereby present an improved 
visual color graphical presentation in each channel. 

17. The apparatus of claim 16 wherein said means 
emphasizes the initial turn-on of a line segment, 

18. The display apparatus of claim 12 having a char¬ 
acter generator, a character shared memory means, a 
character multiplexing means connecting the character 
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shared memory means to the processing unit and to the 
character generator, means connecting the character 
generator to the beam control means. 

19. The display apparatus of claim 18 wherein said 
5 character generator includes an integrated character 

generator circuit element adapted to establish prede¬ 
termined output characters, and decoder means con¬ 
nected between the character generator means and the 
color driver means to selectively connect the output of 
10 the character generator including a coupling bus to the 
character generator multiplexing means, and a defeat 
means connected to said computer processing unit to 
terminate the operating of the character generator and 
reset the character generator to the next starting posi- 
15 tion. 

20. The color display apparatus of claim 12 wherein 
said television display means includes multiple line 
interleaving. 

21. The apparatus of claim 12 wherein said multi- 
20 plexing means is biased to connect the shared memory 

to the display means, said computer processing means 
establishes a memory demand signal a predetermined 
time prior to actual demand, and said sequence con¬ 
troller including a hold means connected to receive 
25 said memory demand signal and responsive to com¬ 
plete a line segment sequence cycle and then establish 
a hold on the sequence controller. 

22. In a multiple channel data color display apparatus 
having a television display means including vertically 

30 oriented even and odd scan lines, a plurality of differ¬ 
ent color drivers each of which produces a preselected 
color display, a computing apparatus including a pro¬ 
cessing means for manipulation of data and having a 
graphical shared memory means and a character 
35 shared memory means, means to monitor the data, an 
analog-to-digital conversion means coupled to the 
monitoring means and to the processing means, said 
processing means generate vertically extended line 
segment data for presentation of the monitored data in 
40 graphical form and to generate related alpha numer- 
ized presentations in separate channels, a graphical 
multiplexing means connecting the processing means 
to the graphical shared memory means, a character 
multiplexing means connecting the processing means 
45 to the character shared memory means, a character 
generator connected to the character shared memory 
means and to said color drivers to establish selected 
alpha numeric information channels, pairs of registers 
for storing the beginning and end information for each 
50 of the line segments of each of said channels, sequence 
controller connecting said registers to the multiplexing 
means for the graphical shared memory means for 
sequential loading of the line segment information into 
said registers, said sequence controller including a 
55 channel selection means and a memory address means 
connected to the graphical memory multiplexing 
means for sequential withdrawal of the data regarding 
the line segments, incrementing means for sequentially 
increasing of the address of the memory address means 
60 for sequential withdrawal of information from such 
memory, a register select means driven from said chan¬ 
nel select means and connected to the registers to se¬ 
lectively activate the registers, a synchronizing signal 
generator connected to the channel select means and 
65 to the memory address means and to the address incre¬ 
menting means to sequentially and to cyclically operate 
said sequence controller and the display means to oper¬ 
ate the display means in synchronism with the sequence 
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controller, a digital comparing means connected to the 
output of said pairs of registers and having a clock 
driven input means, means to activate said comparing 
means to establish a plurality of outputs related to the 
data information in said pairs of registers, logic means 
connecting said plurality of outputs to said color driv¬ 
ers for selectively establishing colors in accordance 
with preselected preset outputs, said comparing means 
establishing the position of the display of the line seg¬ 
ments on the display means with said channel colors 
providing distinguishing characteristics from other 
channels. 

23. The apparatus of claim 21 wherein said plurality 
of color drivers each include presettable color level 
controls for individually and separately establishing 
preselected colors, said display means including means 
connected to all of the outputs of said comparing 
means to emphasize the initial turn-on of each line 
segment to thereby present a continuous appearing 
color graphical presentation. 

24. The apparatus of claim 22 wherein said character 
generator means includes an integrated character gen¬ 
erator circuit element adapted to establish predeter¬ 
mined output characters, a decoder means connected 
between the character circuit element and the logic 
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means to selectively connect the character generator 
output to said several channel drivers. 

25. The apparatus of claim 23 wherein said computer 
processing means controlling said character memory 

5 means to introduce channel select coding means into 
said decoder means to select the color channel. 

26. The apparatus of claim 22 wherein said computer 
processing means includes a memory demand signal 
means a predetermined time before actual coupling to- 

>0 the memory means, 

said demand signal means being connected to acti¬ 
vate such sequence controller to complete a read¬ 
out sequence for a given line segment and then to 
remain in stand-by position until the computer 

15 completes its processing to the shared memory. 

27. The apparatus of claim 26 wherein said demand 
signal means of said computer processing means is 
connected to the character generator to terminate and 
reset the character generator. 

20 28. The color display apparatus of claim 2 including 

a binary adder connected between the register means 
and the graphical shared memory means, said adder 
having an input means connected to the computer 
processing means and selectively actuated to shift the 

25 presentation of said channels. 
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